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houses on a memorial by Eli Whitney. Also a resolution of the 
legislature directing a suit to be brought against Miller and Whitney 
was framed. The joint report recommended that this suit should 
be discontinued, to which the house agreed by 55 ayes to 32 
noes. Report and resolution were then both sent to the Senate. 

The next day, Dec. 19 (p. 232), a House Committee report, 
concurred in by the Senate, was submitted. This set forth that 
Miller and Whitney had tried to refund money paid them by vari- 
ous citizens of the state before its purchase of the patent, but 
that the task was difficult. The committee felt that this money 
should be deposited with the Comptroller General to give back. 
It also recommended that the models offered by Whitney should 
be accepted by the State in satisfaction of the contract between 
them, and that the suit already begun against Miller and Whit- 
ney should be discontinued. The committee declared its belief 
that Whitney was the true inventor of the gin but urged that he 
be required to give bonds to indemnify any citizen against claims 
of others to the invention before the last payment was made to 
him. 

It then becomes clear that a difficulty arose between Whitney 
and the state authorities and that payments to him were stopped 
and also a lawsuit commenced. However, that House Committee 
report of Dec. 19, 1804, would indicate that part, probably 
$40,000.00, of the original appropriation had already been paid 
over and that the rest would in course of time follow. 

D. Httger Bacot, Jr. 
Temple University, 
Philadelphia. 

SIR JOHN YEAMANS, AN HISTORICAL ERROR 

Sir John Yeamans was appointed Governor of the Province of 
Carolina by the Lords Proprietors and assumed office 19 th April 
1672. He served for some time, but seems to have "lost out" 
with the Lords Proprietors because of his championship of the 
infant settlement, and his urgency that greater support should be 
extended, and larger supplies sent to it, than the Proprietors 
who were more impatient for returns than desirous of further ex- 
penditures, were willing to accede to. On 18 May 1674 a letter 
was addressed by the Lords Proprietors to the Council in Caro- 
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lina. The copy of this letter now extant has the names of the 
persons to whom addressed not inserted, but the contents show that 
it must have been intended for the Grand Council as a whole or 
to the Proprietor's Deputies who were also members of the Coun- 
cil. In this letter it is stated that they enclosed a patent to M r 
West to be Landgrave and a Commission to him to be Governor; 
and give their reasons for appointing West Governor in the place 
of Governor Yeamans. 1 When this letter was actually dispatched 
does not appear. Sailings in those days were uncertain. Com- 
munications hjad to await a ship for Charles Town. The duration 
of the voyage was equally uncertain. The copy we have may 
have been only the draft of a proposed letter which was not actu- 
ally dispatched for some time. At any rate it does not seem to 
have been received in Charles Town prior to the death of Gov- 
ernor Yeamans. 

The extant minutes of the Grand Council show that at a meet- 
ing held 25 th July 1674 there was present "The Governor" with the 
others. This Governor was beyond doubt Sir John Yeamans for 
among the rest of the Council mentioned as present was "Coll: 
Joseph: West," separately and apart from the Governor. 

The minutes of the next meeting on 3 rd August 1674 mentions 
"p r sent ut supra" i.e. the same persons who were present at the 
meeting of 25 July. 

The next meeting mentioned is on 13 th August 1674 when there 
is mentioned as present no Governor, but Coll: Joseph West and 
the others (each named) forming the Council. The minutes then 
proceed; "At a meeting of the Councill this day for the establish- 
"ing of affaires after the decease of S r : John: Yeamans late Gov- 
"erno r : of this province the Councill (Nemine contradicente) have 
"and doe Nominate Coll: Joseph: West to be Governo': of this 
"province to all intents and purposes and as fully and amply as 
"the Lords proprieto re : by their Commission to the said S r : John 
"Yeamans bearing date the XXVI th : day of December one 
"thousand six hundred seaventy and one." 2 From which it ap- 
pears that the letter of 18 May 1674 had not on the 13 th August 

1 Calendar of State Papers Am: & West Ind:, vol. for 1669-1674, p. 578. 
Colt"*. Hist: Soc: of S. C, vol. 1, p. 99. 

2 Journal of Grand Council 1671-1680, printed by Hist: Com" of S. C, pp 
69-70. 
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1674 been received in Carolina and that S r John Yeamans must 
have died between 3 rd and 13 th August 1674; and died in the 
province for as Governor he could not have left the province, 
and the time was too brief to have permitted a departure. 

Now for the error. 

D r Alexander Hewatt whose Historical Account of South Caro- 
lina was published in 1779 says 

"About the year 1674 Sir John Yeamans being reduced to a 
feeble and sickly condition by the warm climate and his inde- 
fatigable labours for the success of the settlement, returned to 
Barbados, where he died." 3 

Hewatt had resided for many years in Charles Town as the 
Minister for the congregation known as the Scotch Presbyterians. 
His* work is the first general account published of the history of the 
Province from its settlement but has been established to be full 
of errors and omissions. It appears to be written mainly from tra- 
ditional accounts given to him. He does not seem to have re- 
sorted much to records — and it is possible he did not have access 
to many of them. At any rate writing from traditions given to 
him his account of the distant and early years of the settlement 
are necessarily vague and uncertain. Dr. David Ramsay the 
next Historian, who was as to the early history of the settlement 
a mere compiler who followed Hewatt blindly, says that Sir John 
Yeamans "left the colony." 4 

W m Gilmore Simms whose history was published in 1840 says. 
"This duty done Sir John abandoned the colony and went to 
Barbadoes where he died." 5 

That Ramsay and Simms who were mere compilers should 
have repeated Hewatt's error is not unnatural but we come next 
to an investigator of a very different stamp. Prof. W. J. Rivers 
a careful and earnest investigator who published in 1856 his 
"Sketch of the History of South Carolina" and who actually knew 
of and used the minutes of the Grand Council; states 

"Sir John Yeamans had previously retired in feeble health 
to Barbados where he died in August." 6 

3 Carroll's Coll"; vol. 1, p. 70. 

4 Ramsay, Hist: of S. C, vol. 1, p. 34. 

k Simms Hist, of S. C, Ed. of I860, p. 61. 
6 Rivers Sketch, p. 112. 
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The late General Edward McCrady in his history follows 
Rivers in the same statement and cites him as his authority. 7 

The writer has been no little curious to guess what led Hewatt 
to make the original error. Some distorted or misunderstood 
reminiscence that no doubt was given to him. The whole repe- 
tition of it down the line of historical writers well illustrates what 
the present writer has several times had occasion to call attention 
to, viz: that once an error or misstatement gets into print it seems 
almost impossible to expunge it from the page so as to prevent 
repetition. The first person to call attention to the error was 
the Editor of the Shaftsbury Papers (Mr. Langdon Cheves) 8 by 
his suggestion that the minutes of the Grand Council seemed to 
contradict the received statement. 

Another error somewhat touching Sir John Yeamans has been 
as to whom his widow married after his death. Sir John Yeamans 
married as his second wife Margaret, said to have been a daughter 
of the Rev: John Foster of Barbados, and at the time of her mar- 
riage to Sir John the widow of Lt Col Jehu Berringer of Barbados.' 
She accompanied or followed Sir John to Carolina and was there 
as early as March 1672/3. 10 She apparently continued there after 
his death for on 5 th Sept r 1674 a warrant was issued to lay out to 
her 1070 acres of land in her own right, 11 which was followed by a 
grant of the land to her on the 9 th February 1674; and she ap- 
parently had prior to the 15 February 1674/5 been appointed 
administratrix of the estate of Sir John Yeamans in Carolina 12 
Sir John's Will which he seems to have left in Barbados was not 
probated there until 1" Deer 1674, on which day the executor 
named in the will, his son Sir William Yeamans qualified as 
Executor, and a copy of the will was probated in Carolina not 
until 14 Sept r 1675. 13 By April 1677 she had married Cap* Wil- 
liam Walley 14 and apparently returned with him to Barbados. 

7 Hist: of S. C. Under the Proprietary Government, p. 173. 

8 Coll"' of Hist: Soc: of S. C, vol. 5, p. 452. 
» 5. C. Hist: &• Gen: Mag:, vol. XI, p. 117. 

10 Printed Journal of Grand Council 1671-1680, p. 56. 

11 Printed Warrants 1672-1679, p. 82. 

18 Printed Journal of Grand Council 1671-1680, p. 74. 
"5. C. Hist. &• Gen. Mag., vol. XI, pp. 115, 112. 
14 Printed Journal of Grand Council 1671-1680, p. 81. 
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The error referred to is that it has been widely supposed (owing 
to a conjectured ambiguity in the language of the Council minutes 
of 28 April 1677) that she married James Moore, afterwards for a 
short period Governor of Carolina. 16 This inference however 
was never accepted by all and has now thanks to additional records 
procured from Barbados by Mr. M. Alston Read the author of the 
Article on Sir John Yeamans in a former number of this Maga- 
zine 10 been decisively refuted, and it has been established that 
Governor James Moore married Margaret Berringer the daughter 
of Lady Margaret Yeamans by Lt. Col. Berringer, and that Lady 
Margaret Yeamans after her second husband's death married 
William Walley. Whether she married Walley here or in Bar- 
badoes does not appear. A warrant was issued 3 June 1678 to 
lay out a town lot in Charles Town to William Walley "Esq 1 " 17 
and another warrant for land 2 May 1681 also to William Walley 
"Esq 1 " 18 A William Walley is noted in Barbadoes Sept r 6 1677 19 
and a "Captain" William Walley as Solicitor in Barbadoes on 9 
Deer 1684 exhibited articles against one Seawell; 20 and is mentioned 
in Barbadoes as late as 11 May 1686, when his commission as 
Solicitor General was annulled, there being no occasion for the 
office. 21 Whether these William Walley's were the same person, 
and the one married by Lady Yeamans for her third husband 
cannot on these insufficient records be ascertained. 

Henry A. M. Smith. 

16 S. C. Hist. & Gen: Mag., vol. XI, p. 118. Collections Hist: Soc: of S. C, 
vol. 5, pp. 421, 463. 
16 Vol. XI, p. 107. 

" Printed Warrants 1672-1679, p. 164. 
>*Ibi4., 1680-1682, p. 42. 

M Calendar State Papers Am: fir West Indies 1677-1680, p.145. 
20 Ibid., vol. 1681-1685, p. 747. 
M Ibid., vol. 1685-1688, p. 187. 



